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proportions as would make all men contented together, though the pleasure of the eyes was gone from the world, and the place of Homer was to be taken by Huxley ? . . . the consciousness of revolution stirring amidst our hateful modern society prevented me, luckier than many others of artistic perceptions, from crystallising into a mere railer against progress on the one hand and on the other from wasting time and energy in any of the numerous schemes by which the quasi-artistic of the middle classes hope to make art grow when it has no longer any root, and thus I became a practical Socialist."
In a lecture on " Art and Socialism" delivered in Leicester in 1884, he described his own capitalist class very pungently: " We of the rich and well-to-do classes . . . gather wealth by trading on the hard necessity of our fellows, and then we give dribblets of it away to those of them who in one way or another cry out loudest to us. Our Poor Laws, our Hospitals, our Charities, organised or unorganised, are but tubs thrown to the whale; blackmail paid to lame-foot justice, that she may not hobble after us too fast. . . . Will anyone here tell me that a Russian moujik is in a worse case than a sweating tailor's wage slave ?"
Perhaps it was in the pursuit of his trade as a decorator, as Morris & Company, that this great craftsman was led straight to Socialism, For to begin with, he had difficulty in finding tradesmen who could do the work as it should be done; and he then found that the people who had the riches to buy well-made goods, had
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